
Noon Bible Study: Genesis 22 
Genesis 21 is a chapter of great joy and celebration.  At long last, the son of Abraham, through Sarah, has been born.  The 
promised child.  The promised descendant.  The one for whom Abraham and Sarah had been waiting for for 25 years.  Celebration, 
joy, relief, and thanksgiving permeate their hearts and the Biblical text.  And as it typical with Bible reading, we find 
ourselves jumping quickly through years in just a few verses.  Isaac is born (21:1-3).  Isaac is a toddler (weaned) (21:8).  And at 
the opening of Genesis 22 he’s somewhere between a boy and a young man.  What follows in Genesis 22 is one of the most powerful 
and radical stories in the Bible.  It teaches us about God’s character, as well as trust, obedience and sacrifice.

Genesis 22:1-3 - A Shocking Request, A Shocking Response

We know from the opening line that the following story was a “test” for Abraham.  It’s unlikely Abraham knew those 
details ahead of time.  He’s going to live and experience this in real time.

God commands Abraham to take Isaac and travel to the land of Moriah and offer his son as a burnt offering.  Again, God 
visits Abraham and commands him to sacrifice his son, “his only son (22:2)”.  The promised child is now to be offered up to 
the LORD?  What is going on here?

Yet, the texts gives us not indication of questioning, hesitancy, or delay on Abraham’s part.  In fact it appears that 
Abraham responded in obedience immediately.

Someone once said that “testing reveals where your allegiance lies.”  Pressure and challenges in life, whether physical 
or spiritual, reveal where our trust is, where our hope is, and where our dependency is.  This is true of this test for 
Abraham.  Does he love his long promised and finally given son more than the LORD?  Does he still trust the word of the 
LORD now that word is no longer something that seems to be in Abraham’s best interest?

Genesis 22:4-8 - Abraham And Isaac Head Up The Mountain

This wasn’t a quick trip.  It took three days for Abraham, Isaac and their traveling companions to walk from Beersheba 
to Moriah.  In fact the distance was about 45 miles.  This is significant not only because of the willingness of Abraham 
to literally “go the distance” but also because this was not an instantaneous event.  

God gives the command in 22:2 and then Abraham has to take the time to pack, leave and walk the 3 day, 45 mile trek. 
 Each minute would have provided an opportunity for Abraham to think about what he was about to do.  Each step would 
have been a chance to reconsider.  Each conversation with his son would have hit him deeply.  And yet Abraham takes 
every step towards Moriah and allows each minute to pass until he arrives at this critical hour.

In one of the most heart wrenching exchanges in the Bible, Isaac calls his father:
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Genesis 22:7 (NIV) - ..."Father?" "Yes, my son?" Abraham replied. "The fire and wood are here," Isaac said, "but 
where is the lamb for the burnt offering?" 

And Abraham, fully aware of what God has asked him to do, replies:

Genesis 22:8 (NIV) - ..."God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son." And the two of them 
went on together.

Abraham and Isaac are now alone, walking to the top of Mount Moriah.  When the reach the top, Abraham is going to kill 
his son because the LORD commanded him to.  Can you even imagine?

Genesis 22:9-14 - Divine Intervention

Abraham goes through with the whole process.  The stones are gathered, the altar is constructed.  Abraham arranges the 
wood.  And he picks up his son, binds him and laid his own son on top of the wood.  Abraham finds his knife and is about 
to pierce his own son.  Did Isaac watch all of this?  Did Abraham place a blindfold over his son’s face? “And Abraham 
picked up the knife to kill his son as a sacrifice (Genesis 22:10 NLT).”  In his heart, he surely had prepared himself to 
complete this act or else he would never had gotten this far.

And seconds before the knife falls, the angel of the LORD appears and stops Abraham.

And with that the LORD reveals to Abraham that he had passed the “test”.  He declares that indeed Abraham feared and 
loved the LORD more than anything, even his only son.  Many people say they love God more than anything, Abraham proved 
that those weren’t just words.  He was willing to do, whatever the LORD asked of him, he was willing to sacrifice 
whatever the LORD asked of him.

And proving Abraham’s words true, the LORD provided a sacrifice.  A ram, caught in a thicket, is offered up instead.   And 
Abraham called the place “Yahweh Yireh” meaning “Yahweh (the LORD) will provide.”

Genesis 22:15-19 - The LORD’s Response To Abraham’s Faith

In response to this amazing faith of Abraham, the LORD expands and confirms His promise to Abraham once again.  The LORD 
promises to “greatly bless and multiply” Abraham’s descendants as the “stars of the heavens and as the sand which is on 
the seashore.”  And the LORD adds that Abraham’s descendants will “possess the gates of their enemies” a powerful image 
of the favor and blessing of God on the children of Abraham.  In fact God concludes by saying that it will be through 
Abraham’s family that the entire world will be blessed - a promise that brings us back to an Eden-like state.

And why?  “Because you have obeyed my voice.”  Incredible.  Perhaps most notable about this renewed and enlarged 
blessing is that God is so committed to bringing this to pass for Abraham that the LORD himself “swears to God” (22:16). 
 There is no way this will not be done.  After all, Abraham was willing to do and give whatever the LORD wanted.  And 
this remarkable act proved to the LORD that Abraham, despite all his flaws and failings, was the right man in the end.

Genesis 22:20-24 - Nahor’s Genealogy
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The chapter ends with a listing of the children of Nahor, Abraham’s brother.  This information was likely “told” to 
Abraham (v. 20) since Abraham had long since separated from his family who lived in Ur.  One notable name in this section 
is “Rebekah” (v. 23).  Abraham’s nephew Behuel had a daughter named Rebekah and this Rebekah will eventually become the 
wife of Isaac (Genesis 24).

What a powerful and amazing chapter.  It’s almost hard to find the right words to express the impact of Genesis 22.  As we noted 
in the opening paragraphs - this chapter teaches us a lot about sacrifice and trust and obedience - but more than anything we 
learn about the character of the LORD.

In every culture, in every religion the human worshipper provides the sacrifice to make reconciliation with or appease their god. 
 Humans must work hard to keep their diety happy.  It is human effort that will determine whether or not the rain comes, the 
crops grow, their women have children.  And one can never be too sure if they have done enough to earn their distant cosmic 
overlords happy.  And sadly, in some cultures and in some religious systems, humans were so twistedly fearful of the wrath of 
their gods and so pervertedly hungry for the blessing of their gods that they would even offer their sons upon the altar.

Perhaps the lesson of the binding of Isaac isn’t that Yahweh wants to see if you love him so much that you’ll be willing to 
sacrifice that which you hold most dear - but that God already loves you so much that he provides the lamb so you don’t have to 
offer up your sons.  

He’s not like the gods you have heard of.  He’s not like the gods your fathers told you about.  He’s not like the gods you have 
created in your own heart.  He’s not the angry god who is looking to strike you down any time you make a mistake.  Nor is he the 
lovey-dovey god who doesn’t care what you do.  That’s not Yahweh.  Yahweh is pained by the sins of his creation and passionately 
cares when the ones he loves turn from him.  He cares deeply what we do and don’t do.  And we know this because moved by his 
compassion and love towards you, he provided and offered his own lamb on the altar to pay for the sin you and I committed and 
also. 

And consider the true Lamb of God that was slain for the sins of the world.  It was God’s Isaac that was bound and slaughtered 
on the pieces of wood.  It’s was God’s one and only.  It was God’s “beloved son in whom I am well pleased.”  Some have argued 
that if God died on behalf of the sins of the world that would be a great expression of love.  Perhaps.  However, as a parent I 
recognize my own willingness to give my life for my children.  But I wouldn’t give my children up for someone else’s life.  The 
depths of that kind of love are so deep and unimaginable that it almost seems wrong. 

I am certain Abraham would have died so Isaac could live.  That would have been a great act of love.  But I will argue that the 
even greater expression of love was that God gave His son.  Let that sink in.

God walked hand in hand with Jesus through his life.  And they they took a journey to the top of a mountain.  In this story, it 
was God’s son who got up on the altar and willingly gave his life as a sacrifice for you.  Oh what love the father has bestowed 
upon us that we could be called the sons and daughters of God.

One final point.  Though the power of this story rests primarily in the love of God, we can’t ignore the kind of man Abraham 
proves to be here.  As the New Testament implies, Abraham must have sorted out in his mind that God was going to raise Isaac 
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from the dead.  He reconciled in his brain that Isaac was the promised child through whom the everlasting covenant was going to 
flow.  So if I’m to kill the boy today on Mount Moriah, God’s gonna get him up at some point along the way.

And so, with his faith rooted in God’s promise, Abraham is able to obey God even in the most difficult of assignments because he 
knows that his hope wasn’t about what is happening in the here and now but hope is about what God is ultimately going to do 
when all is said and done.  This doesn’t make anything that God asks of Abraham easy - but it does give Abraham the ability to 
live by faith in the “in between” that doesn’t make all that much sense because he was convinced that God will “work all things 
together for good to those who love God and are called according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28).  Was there ever anyone else more 
clearly called according to God’s purposes than Abraham?!  Surely God will work things out for Abraham’s good in the end.

And that brings us back to Christ and his love for you.  His willingness to die on the cross for you individually and the 
collective sins of the evil and rebellious world generally was rooted in the truth that His Father promised to raise him from the 
dead on the third day.  Jesus trusted in God’s promise and that freed him and fueled him to love, even unto the death.  He was 
willing to sacrifice now because of what he knew would happen in the end.  As we’ve heard he did it “for the joy set before 
him…”  Abraham believed God’s word and trusted in the LORD to sort things out for good in the end.  Jesus believed God’s word 
and trusted in the LORD to sort things out for good in the end.  And they now hold out their example and legacy towards us, 
inviting, no pleading with us to live the same way.

“Do you see what this means—all these pioneers who blazed the way, all these veterans cheering us on? It means we’d 
better get on with it. Strip down, start running—and never quit! No extra spiritual fat, no parasitic sins. Keep your 
eyes on Jesus, who both began and finished this race we’re in. Study how he did it. Because he never lost sight of where he 
was headed—that exhilarating finish in and with God—he could put up with anything along the way: Cross, shame, 
whatever. And now he’s there, in the place of honor, right alongside God. When you find yourselves flagging in your 
faith, go over that story again, item by item, that long litany of hostility he plowed through. That will shoot 
adrenaline into your souls!”  (Eugene Peterson, “The Message”, Hebrews 12:1-3)

Living Faith Christian Church | Warwick, Rhode Island | livingfaithri.org/noon

https://livingfaithri.org/noon/

